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Practical Tips: 
Minimizing Bullying: Preparing a Successful Classroom Presentation

Stuttering is highly misunderstood. This is one of the reasons that children who stutter are so often bullied about their 
speech. Fortunately, we can minimize bullying by educating other students about stuttering. The more others understand, 
the less likely they are to make hurtful comments or single out a child because of his speaking difficulties. 

A “classroom presentation” gives students the chance to teach their peers about stuttering. These fun and engaging events 
help to create a supportive atmosphere where everyone learns that it is okay to stutter but it is not okay to bully.

Following are ten steps for preparing a successful classroom presentation. Detailed instructions about how SLPs can 
help children who stutter give a classroom presentation can be found in Minimizing Bullying for Children Who Stutter 
(Murphy et al., 2013), available at www.StutteringTherapyResources.com. 

Ten steps for preparing a successful classroom presentation
Preparing a classroom presentation takes care-
ful planning. In our experience, the only times a 
presentation went awry (and this was rare) were 
when we failed to plan sufficiently and adequately 
prepare the child for the experience. Following is 
an ordered checklist of steps to help you plan a 
successful classroom presentation:

 � Plant the seed. The process starts by giving 
the child the idea that he can educate other 
people about stuttering.

 � Call the parents. Be sure that you have the 
support of the parents before planning the 
classroom presentation.

 � Work with the teacher. You will also need 
the cooperation of the classroom teacher. In 
fact, the teacher can be your strongest ally in 
minimizing bullying in the classroom.

 � Select the date. Be sure to give yourself 
plenty of time to prepare. It’s fun when the 
presentation falls on International Stutter-
ing Awareness Day (October 22) or during 
National Stuttering Awareness Week (the 
second week of May, during Better Hearing 
and Speech Month).

 � Help the child become an expert. Helping 
the child educate other people about stutter-
ing starts with helping the child learn about 
stuttering.

 � Plan the presentation. Help the child select 
the information he would like to present, 
such as facts about stuttering, demonstrations 

of stuttering behaviors or therapy techniques, 
lists of famous people who stutter, etc. Make 
sure the presentation includes plenty of 
factual information and positive messages, 
but also try to keep it light—the presentation 
doesn’t have to be “heavy” or serious, even 
though the topic is important.

 � Gather your props and resources. Handouts, 
posters, slides, movie clips, and other props 
keep the presentation interesting for other 
children in the class. You may want to bring 
resources from stuttering support organiza-
tions listed in Appendix B.

 � Role-play and practice. Be sure the child is 
ready to give his part of the presentation and 
that he is prepared to answer the questions 
that might arise.

 � Practice some more. Remember that this is 
likely to be a challenging task for the child, 
so help him work through a hierarchy of 
easier to harder situations as he practices. 
For example, he can start out by practicing 
in the therapy room, then move to the empty 
classroom, and even the classroom with his 
best friend before giving the presentation to 
the entire class.

 � Don’t forget to have fun! The classroom 
presentation can be a positive and enjoyable 
experience for everyone. It is nice to bring 
snacks for the question and answer period 
to provides an informal and fun atmosphere 
while everyone is learning. 


